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FALL 2016 
 
During 2016, the Reformed Dutch Church of Claverack celebrated the 300th anniversary of the 1716 founding 
of the church and in 2017, the Church will celebrate the 250th anniversary of the current building (built in 1767). 
 
During the fall of 2015, as part of this celebration, the Claverack community and the church planted Dutch 
bulbs. Susan Ihlenburg, a member of the church, organized the planting of thousands of tulips to spell out the 
number "300" on the church hillside and more than 1,000 daffodils were planted on the church grounds and 
cemetery. In addition, over 20,000 daffodil bulbs were purchased at wholesale (at 20 cents/bulb) from the 
Dutch bulb company, K. Van Bourgondien & Sons, then distributed (at cost, with no markup) and planted by 
homeowners in the Claverack Hamlet. There have been orders ranging from 10 bulbs ($2) to be planted 
around a mailbox post, to 300 bulbs ($60) one for each of the 300 years, to 1,000 bulbs ($200) planted in 
clumps on a large lawn area near deciduous trees.  
 
This celebration was a great success with the cheerful appearance of thousands of tulips and daffodils on the 
church grounds and 20,000 daffodil flowers in the Hamlet and beyond in the spring of 2016.  
 
In the fall of 2016, we again purchased 20,000 daffodil bulbs to be planted by the Claverack community to 
celebrate the 250th anniversary of the 1767 Church building, so there is another opportunity to plant daffodil 
bulbs that will bloom in the spring of 2017 along with those planted in the fall of 2015. It is hoped that these 
bulb plantings will become a yearly tradition in Claverack to help celebrate our historic Dutch Church and 
Dutch heritage, with the next goal of planting a total of 100,000 bulbs by 2020… perhaps, eventually leading to 
a yearly Daffodil Festival throughout the Town of Claverack.  
 
To obtain your daffodils this year, please contact: 
 

 Ian Nitschke, Chair, Claverack Historic Preservation Advisory Committee, Cell: 567-8288 

 Peggy Lampman Real Estate Office: 518-851-2277, 602 Route 23B, Claverack NY 12513. 
 
Terms: cash or check made out to Ian Nitschke. 


