
APPROVED 5/28/14 

 

Town of Claverack  

Zoning Board of Appeals 

P.O. Box V 

Mellenville, NY 12544 

MINUTES: April 23, 2014 

7:30 p.m. 

 

 

Chairman Frank Clegg called the April 23, 2014 meeting of the Town of Claverack Zoning Board of Appeals to 

order at 7:30 p.m. 

Members in attendance were: Chairman Frank Clegg, Steven Melnyk, Kim Keil, Oliver Milot, Chris Post, new 

member John Porto, engineer Paul McCreary, attorney Rob Fitzsimmons and secretary Jodi Keyser. 

Absent: David Graziano 

 

Correspondence: Invitation to the Grand Opening celebration for the Columbia-Greene Humane Society on May 

30
th

 from 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

 

Members reviewed the minutes of the March 26, 2014 meeting. Oliver Milot made a minor change adding the 

word “the” where it was missing. 

Motion to approve the corrected minutes was made by Kim Keil with a second by Steven Melnyk. All members 

were in favor. Motion carried. 

 

CONTINUING APPLICATIONS FOR 4/23/14: 

 

 

NEW APPLICATIONS FOR 4/23/14: 

 

Michael, Joseph Area Variance: Tax Map # 133 . – 1 – 24 Located at 218 Decker Rd. Craryville, NY. 

Variances for Front yard and Rear yard setbacks for the replacement of an existing 2 bedroom mobile home with 

a 2 bedroom new construction residence. 

Joseph Michael was present for the application. Mr. Michael explained that he is seeking two Area Variances for 

his property to build a new cape style home. Mr. Michael informed the Board that there is an existing mobile 

home and shed that will be demolished to make room for the new home. Mr. Michael continued that his property 

does not allow for any type of home to have the required setbacks because of the configuration and size of the 

parcel. Chairman Frank Clegg asked where the well and septic systems will be. Mr. Michael informed the Board 

that the septic system is shown on the maps and that the well will be 20 feet away. Kim Keil asked how close the 

neighbors are to the parcel. Mr. Michael informed the Board that one neighbor’s property is 36 feet away from 

his proposed house and the neighbor’s house is another 100 feet from there. Chairman Clegg asked if the stream 

along the property causes flooding problems. Mr. Michael informed the Board that the elevation keeps the 

stream flooding away but it can sometimes flood a small area of the property. Rob Fitzsimmons informed the 

Board that Mr. Michael’s application is seeking Area Variances for front and rear yard setbacks. Steven Melnyk 

asked if any of the neighbors have any issues with the plan. Mr. Michael stated that he does not know of any 

issues that the neighbors may have and he has submitted a list of abutters with the application. Chairman Clegg 

stated that the applicant is replacing an existing old mobile home with a new construction cape style home. Kim 

Keil asked if the applicant has hardships for the application. Rob Fitzsimmons then reviewed the 5 criteria for 

granting a variance. Rob Fitzsimmons continued that the application is a self-created hardship because the 

property and mobile home were pre-existing but the ZBA could grant variances if they find the request is 

reasonable. Chairman Clegg stated that the application is making the property better. Steven Melnyk stated that 

he sees no significant impacts. Rob Fitzsimmons stated that the Board will make a judgment and hold a public 

hearing. 



Motion to find no significant impacts and to accept the application as complete and set for public hearing at the 

May 28, 2014 meeting was made by Steven Melnyk with a second from Kim Keil. All members were in favor. 

Motion carried.  

Mr. Michael was instructed to go to the Town Office and get a sign at least two weeks prior to the May meeting. 

Continued to May 28, 2014. 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Oliver Milot with a second from Kim Keil. All members were in 

favor. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jodi Keyser, Secretary 
 

 

 


