
Town of Claverack  

Zoning Board of Appeals 

Minutes of May 28, 2014 

 

APPROVED 7/23/14 

 

Members in attendance: 

Chairman Frank Clegg, David Graziano, Kim Keil, Steven Melnyk, Oliver Milot, John Porto, Chris Post, 

attorney Rob Fitzsimmons, engineer Paul McCreary, and secretary Jodi Keyser 

 

Chairman Frank Clegg called the May 28, 2014 meeting of the Town of Claverack Zoning Board of Appeals to 

order at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Correspondence: No correspondence were received during the month. 

 

Members reviewed the minutes of the April 23, 2014 meeting. Motion to approve the minutes of April 23, 2014 

with minor corrections was made by Steven Melnyk with a second from Kim Keil. All members were in favor. 

Motion carried. 

 

CONTINUING APPLICATIONS FOR 5/28/14: 

 

Michael, Joseph Area Variance: Tax Map # 133 . – 1 – 24 Located at 218 Decker Rd. Craryville, NY. 

Variances for Front yard and Rear yard setbacks for the replacement of an existing 2 bedroom mobile home with 

a 2 bedroom new construction residence. 

Mr. Michael was present for his application. Mr. Michael informed the Board that he had revised his application 

slightly. Mr. Michael explained that his original application showed a small, two bedroom Cape Cod style home 

but due to the cost he has decided to change to a two bedroom ranch style home that will fit within the same 

footprint as the original Cape Cod footprint. Chairman Frank Clegg informed the applicant that an email was 

received from a neighbor, David Ferchau stating that there might be a problem with the septic system on the 

Michael property and noted that he has witnessed fecal matter floating in the creek. Mr. Michael informed the 

Board that the CC DOH has sent a letter to TOC building inspector Stan Koloski stating that the current septic 

system is adequate for the new two bedroom home. Mr. Michael will provide a copy of the CCDOH letter to the 

TOC ZBA. Chairman Frank Clegg opened the meeting to the public hearing at 7:40 p.m. No comments received 

except the Ferchau letter. Chairman Frank Clegg closed the public hearing at 7:42 p.m. David Graziano asked 

Mr. Michael if he has made any changes to the septic system that would create the previous issue. Mr. Michael 

stated no changes. Steven Melnyk asked Mr. Michael how long he has lived at the residence. Mr. Michael stated 

that the residence has been owned by his grandfather since the 1950’s and his father lived there from 1993 until 

Mr. Michael Jr. purchased the property in 2012. Rob Fitzsimmons stated that the application is exempt from 

referral to the Columbia County Planning Review and from SEQRA. Mr. Michael stated that the front setback 

has changed a little with the new type of home so the front setback is now 56.24 feet. Rob Fitzsimmons reads the 

5 criteria for granting an area variance for the Board members. Motion to approve Area Variances for front and 

rear setbacks for the Michael property with the condition of submission of a letter of septic system approval from 

the Columbia County Department of Health was made by Steven Melnyk with a second from Kim Keil. All 

members were in favor. Motion carried. Mr. Michael paid mailing fees and two copies of his maps were stamped 

and dated for the TOC Building department and for the file. 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by David Graziano with a second from Kim Keil. All members were in 

favor. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jodi Keyser, Secretary 
 

 


