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Town of Claverack  

Zoning Board of Appeals 

P.O. Box V 

Mellenville, NY 12544 

Minutes: August 26, 2015 

7:30 p.m. 

 

  

Chairman Frank Clegg called the August 26, 2015 meeting of the Town of Claverack Zoning Board of Appeals 

to order at 7:3- p.m 

 

Members in attendance were: Chairman Frank Clegg, Steven Melnyk, Kim Keil, Oliver Milot, John Porto, Chris 

Post, engineer; George Schmitt, attorney; Rob Fitzsimmons and secretary; Jodi Keyser 

Absent with regret: David Graziano 

 

Correspondence: None received 

  

Review the minutes of the July 22, 2015 meeting. 

Motion to approve the minutes of July 22, 2015 with changes was made by Oliver Milot with a second from 

John Porto. All members were in favor. Motion carried. 

 

CONTINUING APPLICATIONS FOR 8/26/15: 

 

Ravetto, Lisa & Haines, David Area Variance:  Tax Map # (SBL) 122 . – 1 – 56 Located at268 Thielman 

Rd. Area Variance for front yard setbacks for the construction of an addition. 

Mr. Haines was present for the application. Mr. Haines reviewed the application for the Board members. Mr. 

Haines explained to the Board that he is seeking an Area Variance to construct a 5-foot x 10-foot mud room on 

the front of his home on Thielman Rd. which would consist of enclosing an existing porch. Mr. Haines submitted 

new survey maps. Town of Claverack engineer George Schmitt informed the Board that he reviewed the maps 

and the proposed mud room is 46.4 feet from the roadway at the shortest point. Rob Fitzsimmons reminded the 

Board that the home is located in the Rural Conservation Zone and the front yard setbacks that are required in 

this zone are 80-feet. Rob Fitzsimmons asked the applicant if the mudroom could be built on another side of the 

home. Mr. Haines answered no because there are no other doors. Chris Post asked if there is a porch on the front 

of the house now. Mr. Haines answered yes a small porch with steps. Steven Melnyk stated that he didn’t have 

any issues with the application. Kim Keil added the same. Chairman Frank Clegg opened the meeting to the 

public hearing at 7:37 p.m. No comments. Public hearing was closed at 7:38 p.m. 

George Schmitt reviewed the SEQRA for the Board. 

Motion to grant a negative declaration with regard to SEQRA was made by Steven Melnyk with a second from 

Kim Keil. All members were in favor. Motion carried. 

Motion to approve an Area Variance of 33.6 foot for a front yard setback for the construction of a mud room was 

made by Oliver Milot with a second from John Porto. All members were in favor. Motion carried. 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Oliver Milot with a second from Chris Post. All members were in 

favor. Meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jodi Keyser, Secretary 


