
TOWN OF CLAVERACK 
 

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 
 

April 10, 2014 
 

The Regular Monthly Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Claverack, Columbia County, New York, 
was held at the Town Hall, 836 Rte. #217, Mellenville, New York.  Meeting called to order by Supervisor 
Clifford Weigelt, who led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
Present:  
 
  Clifford “Kippy” Weigelt   Supervisor 
  Kathleen Cashen   Councilwoman 
  William Gerlach    Councilman 
  Stephen Hook    Councilman 
  Brian Keeler    Councilman 
  Louis LaMont    Superintendent of Highways 
  Robert Fitzsimmons, Jr.   Attorney for the Town 
  Mary J. Hoose    Town Clerk 
 
Motion by Councilman Hook, seconded by Councilman Keeler to accept minutes of March 13, 2014 and 
Workshop minutes of March 31, 2014.  Carried. 
 
Supervisor Weigelt introduced Ian Solomon, representative of Farmers and Families for Claverack.  Mr. 
Solomon gave a brief history and update on the power line proposals, from the beginning in November 
2013 up to the present.  A copy of this report will be available at the Town Office for anyone interested. 
 
Opened to Public: 
 
Peter Reiss - Questioned if it was coincidental that the power companies were cutting large trees down 
using the 20’ right-of-way?  He also asked whether underground wire was considered for the power line 
upgrades.  Councilwoman Cashen stated one of the options could be a mix and match – some 
underground, some towers. 
 
Howard Brandston – Went to joint meeting of the Ghent and Claverack Planning Boards regarding the 
Ginsberg Project.  Significant change in lighting – necessary step in approach. 
 
Also saw draft plans for proposed traffic circle in the hamlet – does not accomplish what was 
recommended by him and others in 2008.   
 
Thanked Supervisor Weigelt for his input and support on the Columbia County Board of Supervisor 
regarding the Columbia County Airport Plan. 
 
End of report. 
 
Supervisor Weigelt and Board members gave recognition to 225th Anniversary volunteers, as prepared 
by Jeane Laporta. 



 
Report of Superintendent of Highways – Louis LaMont – Sweeping in all zones.  Started grading dirt 
roads and cold-patching in all zones.  Ditching on Tishauser Road.    Adding material and building out 
edges on Joann Drive to prepare for paving. 
 
Started cleaning in Park.  Need backstop rebuilt in one of the fields.  Got one quote for work. 
 
End of report. 
 

Committee Reports 
 

Agriculture Advisory Committee – No report this month.  Chairman Peter Reiss present. 
 
Economic Development Committee – 2 reports received – February 19, 2014 and March 19, 2014.  
Copies of both meetings are available at the Town Office for review.  At the March 19th meeting, it was 
noted the  committee met on the morning of March 26th to review Mr. Vieni’s  revised plan for the 
intersection of Rtes. 23B and 9-H.  Mr. Lee  was in attendance at the joint Ghent/Claverack Planning 
Board Meeting on March 26 concerning the Ginsberg Project.  Committee met with Town Board at their 
workshop meeting on  March 31st to present a first look at Mr. Vieni’s  intersection plan. 
 
Historic Preservation Advisory Committee – In regards to Shaw Bridge,  Ian Nitschke going to apply for 
NYS Consolidated Funding Application through NYS OPHRP and NYs DOS.  He also participated in the 
TAP/Fed Aid 101 Webinar on 03/18.  Jeane LaPorta has done research on local funding sources for the 
Shaw Bridge. 
 
On the Millbrook Bridge, there was a cleanup on  Betty Grinrod’s  property by members of the 
committee and Robin Mooring arranged meeting with Congresman  Gibson’s staff to understand 
funding opportunities.  

 
Correspondence 

 
Including, but not limited to; 
 
 Columbia County Population Estimates 
 Hudson Valley Pattern for Progress – April 25th, 2014 
 4H Youth Connection Newsletter 
 Chris & Bob Wallace – Re:  Porreca Plan 
 NYS Public Service Commission ruling of intervener funds to Otsego County 
 NYS Public Service Commission ruling of Preliminary Proposals 
 Assemblywoman Barrett Re:  Postponement of energy capacity zone expansion 
 Columbia County Historical Society – June 14, 2014 – 20th Annual 1st Columbians 
 GrantWriter by efficientgov. 
 CAC Roundtable Reminder 
 

Supervisor’s Report 
 

Agreement made at County level to go forward with Airport Agreement.  In regards to safety zone, FAA  
will make determination if plans are acceptable. 



 
Supervisor Weigelt stated he is in full support of Pine Have Home and keeping it as Pine Haven Home.  
Has not been put to a vote by County  Board of Supervisors yet.  Resident Tim Smith asked if Supervisor 
Weigelt could work with new supervisors, giving them information that they are not aware of and 
perhaps change their minds and accept the plans to build the new facility.. 
 
Peter Reiss has been attending the County airport meetings. In regards to operational and safety, he 
agrees with decisions made and to be decided on by FAA. 
 
Supervisor Weigelt stated there is an interest by a coffee producer to locate in the Commerce Park. 
 

Town Board Members Report 
 

Councilman Hook  - Working with Building Inspector, Stanley Koloski and Planning and Zoning Board of 
Appeals (ZBA). 
 
Councilwoman Cashen – Attended Planning Board meeting and joint Claverack/Ghent Planning Board 
meeting on Ginsberg Project.  Sent out notices to residents on the balloon test.  Showed height of 
buildings and footprint of size.  First public hearing will probably be in M ay in Town of Ghent. 
 
Worked with webmaster to update zoning forms so they can be filled out electronically. 
 
Worked on zoning updates for annual updates with recommendations from Building Inspector  and 
Planning Board to be discussed at next Workshop meeting. 
 
Followed up with NYSEG on tree cutting work to be done in Town and provided information to affected 
residents. 
 
Followed up on Special Counsel for Pine Haven Project and ZBA meeting. 
 
Participated on Claverack Library Focus Group. 
 
Councilman Keeler – Meeting with Mellenville Fire Company this coming week. Will be meeting with 
Philmont Fire Company in mid to late May. 
 
Will be meeting with Water Committee this coming month. 
 
Councilman Gerlach – With new library, residents want hamlet to be tied together.   
 
Working on water issues and how to improve. 
 
Broadband is on everyone’s minds. 
 
End of reports. 
 
Motion by Councilman Hook, seconded by Councilman Gerlach to appoint John Porto, Jr. to Zoning 
Board of Appeals (ZBA).  Carried. 
 



Motion by Councilwoman Cashen, seconded by Councilman Hook to accept draft January – February 
2014, draft  January – March 2014, and draft March 2014 financial reports.  Carried. 
 
Motion by Councilman Hook, seconded by Councilman Keeler to get two more quotes for fencing of 
Little League field, and, on recommendation of Highway Superintendent, accept lowest comprehensive 
quote. 
 
 Bus bids for the Summer Youth Program and Winter Ski Program – One bid received: 
 
  Johnston Bus Company 
  P.O. Box #867 
  Philmont, New York 12565\ 
 
The bid was $3.10 per mile and $20.00 waiting time.  Last year it was $2.95 per mile and $20.00 waiting 
time. 
 
Motion by Councilman Hook, seconded by Councilman Gerlach  to accept bid.  Carried.  Town Clerk will 
contact the bus company of the approval of the bid and setting up meeting with Program Director 
sometime in June to discuss bus routes.   
 
Motion by Councilman Hook, seconded by Councilman Keeler to accept bid from River Valley for 
highway radios.  Carried.  The quotes were as follows: 
 
 River Valley Radio, Inc.    
 749 County Rte. #408 

Westerlo, NY 12193   $10,896.90 installed 
 
Comtec 
Rensselaer, N Y 12144                         $12,399.55 installed 
 
Redlyne Performance, Inc. 
82 Gregory Rd. 
Hudson, NY 12534   $10,573.00 no installation 
 

General A Fund bills, totaling $40,533.90 were audited and ordered paid from their accounts. 
 
General B Fund bills, totaling $2,216.54, were audited and ordered paid from their accounts. 
 
Highway DB bills, totaling $19,733.09, were audited and ordered paid from their accounts. 
 
Water District A bills, totaling $6,132.58 were audited and ordered paid from their account. 
 
There were no Highway DA bills. 
 
There were no Escrow Accounts bills. 
 
There being no further business to be brought before the Board, on motion of Councilman Hook, 
seconded by Councilman Keeler, meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 
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