
 

 

TOWN OF CLAVERACK 
 

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 
 

August 13, 2015 
 

The Regular Monthly Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Claverack, Columbia County, New York, 
was held at the Town Hall, #836 Rte. #217, Mellenville, New York.  Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
by Deputy Supervisor, Stephen Hook, who led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 

Present: 
 
   Stephen Hook   Deputy Supervisor/Councilman 
   Kathleen Cashen  Councilwoman 
   William Gerlach   Councilman 
   Brian Keeler   Councilman 
   Louis LaMont   Superintendent of Highways 
   Mary J. Hoose   Town Clerk 
 
 Absent: 
 
   Clifford Weigelt   Supervisor 
   Robert Fitzsimmons, Jr. Esq. Attorney for the Town 
 
Motion by Councilman Keeler, seconded by Councilwoman Cashen to accept minutes of previous 
Regular Monthly Meeting of July 09, 2015.  Carried. 
 
Report of Superintendent of Highways – Louis LaMont – Removed six (6) trees with Host Tree Service. 
 
Have been repairing broken edges on Gahbauer Road.  Replaced faded road signs.   
 
Worked to get dirty water out of water system that was fed from Greenport.  Discussion on how to 
inform residents who are hooked into water line when there is a problem. 
 
Kevin and Jason are keeping the Town Parks in good condition.   
 
End of report. 
 
Dog Control Officer’s Report for July received and on file in Town Office for review. 
 
Building Inspector’s Report received and on file in Town Office for review. 
 
There were no Committee Reports received. 
 
There was no Supervisor’s Report received. 
 

Correspondence 
 



 

 

Including, but not limited to: 
 
 ORPTS – Final equalization rate of 100% 
 Cortney Scionti – Re:  Churchtown Fire Company 
 Gretchen Stearns – Re:  Reappointment to Planning Board 
 NYS Public Service Commission – Re:  Case 14-C-0372 – Study on the State Telecommunications 
in New York State 
 North American Transmission – Update on Public Service Commission AC Transmission 
Proceedings – Case 13-E-0488 
 Harris Beach PLLC – Initial comments of North America Transmission Corp and North America 
Transmission LLC on Interim Report 
 FEMA – Re:  Patroon Street 
 Dean Warfield – Re:  Churchtown Fire Company 
 Columbia/Greene Human Society – Re:  New Fee Structure as of 01/01/2016 
 U.S. Army Corp of Engineers – Re:  Storage Units – Conrad Coon 
 Columbia Land Conservancy – e-mail –Series on wildlife and habitats in Columbia County 
 New York State Department of Transportation – Traffic Data Collection in Town 
 Guterman Shallo & Alford PLLC – Re:  Town of Ghent – Proposed Local Law #2 of 2015 
 New York State Department of Taxation & Finance – Office of Real Property Tax Service – Re:  
Equalization Rates in Columbia County  
 Columbia Land Conservancy – Re:  Living Land Project – Free Workshop Services 
  

Board Members’ Reports 
 

Councilman Hook – Attended Planning Board Meeting where there are many projects being worked on.  
studying feasibility of using water tower  for cell antennas instead of building a new tower -  Biocam 
interested in Commerce Park location – Heroic Foods approved for farm training for returning vets – 
Claverack School Building perspective owners getting information in order and waiting for school vote – 
Interest in Claverack Food Market. 
 
Neighbors in Claverack have concerns, including safety concerns in regards to AirB&B establishments. 
 
Planning Board Meeting changed to August 31, 2015 for September Meeting due to Labor Day holiday. 
 
Councilwoman Cashen - Attended Planning Board Meeting as liaison for the Town Board. 
 
Followed up with Mid-Hudson Cable on questions received from residents about coverage in the 
expanded area.  Spoke with representative from wireless company regarding possibility of broadband 
coverage in areas not covered in the Town. 
 
Contacted New York Planning Federation and Association of Towns for information on AirB&B model 
zoning legislation. 
 
Met with Columbia County Real Property representatives regarding Assessors  responsibilities. 
 
Participated in conference call with Hudson Valley Smart Energy Coalition as the Town’s representative   
in the fight against the power line extension. 
 



 

 

Worked with Building Department and webmaster to make updates on forms. 
 
Councilman Keeler – Received a quote for AED for use in Town Park - $1,495.00 which is the contract 
bid plus $85.75 for pediatric pads.  Board will discuss this at next workshop. 
 
Councilman Gerlach – Met with members in Columbia County Real Property office also.  Our Town is in 
line with other towns in decisions made regarding Assessors ’ Office.  Down to a total of fifteen (15) 
assessors in the County. 
 
End of Board Member Reports. 
 

Resolutions/Motions 
 

Motion by Councilman Gerlach, seconded by Councilman Keeler to accept Draft July 2015, Draft June 
2015, and draft January – June 2015 Financial Reports.  Carried. 
 

Other Business 
 

Opening of bids for the two (2) acres near former Ockawamick School: 
 
 One bid received: 
 
  Maryann Reinhardt 
  375 Rte. #217 
  Hudson, New York 12634 
 
The bid envelope was received on August 12, 2015 at 11:20 a.m., delivered to the Town Office 
personally by Ms. Reinhardt.   
 
The bid, opened at the Monthly Town Board Meeting this evening, was in the amount of $15,100.00, 
with an Official Check in the amount of $1,510.00 enclosed. A resolution, accepting the bid was read and 
made by Katy Cashen and seconded by Steve Hook. All Board Members agreed. Attorney Rob 
Fitzsimmons will be asked to follow-up with Ms. Reinhardt to finalize the sale. 
 
The Town Office received a petition today requesting bus transportation from Philmont to the shopping 
centers as discussed at last month’s meeting.  A letter will be written to the Columbia County Board of 
Supervisors requesting this. 
 

Public Comment 
 

Nick Zasorin  - Pond complete on Route #23 across from the A.B. Shaw Firehouse to be used by the fire 
company for fire protection.  This pond and its use were donated by Mr. Zasorin. 
 
Chris Costa asked if the Millbrook Bridge will be opened for vehicle traffic in the future.  Yes. 
 
Joseph Costa – Will meet with the Board during the next workshop meeting. 
 



 

 

Maryann Reinhardt – In regards to notification of water problems spoken about earlier in the meeting.  
She is not in the water district, but stated that she does not check her e-mails on a daily basis, so this 
may be a problem for others too.  The reverse 911  or code red may be able to be used. 
 
No further comments. 
 
General A bills, totaling $33,724.52 were audited and ordered paid from their accounts. 
 
General B bills, totaling $3,046.18 were audited and ordered paid from their accounts. 
 
Highway DB bills, totaling $75,558.78, were audited and ordered paid from their accounts. 
 
Water District A bills, totaling $5,098.00 were audited and ordered paid from the account. 
 
There were no Highway DA bills. 
 
There were no Escrow Accounts bills. 
 
There being no further business to be brought before the Board, on motion by Councilman Keeler, 
seconded by Councilman Gerlach, meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
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