
TOWN OF CLAVERACK 
 

Regular Monthly Meeting 
 

June 11, 2015 
 

The Regular Monthly Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Claverack, Columbia County, New York, 
was held at the Town Hall, #836 Rte. #217, Mellenville, New York, immediately following the Public 
Hearing on Local Law No.2 of 2015, conversion from three elected assessors to one appointed assessor.  
Meeting called to order by Supervisor Clifford Weigelt, who led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
 Present: 
 
  Clifford Weigelt   Supervisor 
  Kathleen Cashen  Councilwoman 
  William Gerlach   Councilman 
  Brian Keeler   Councilman 
  Louis LaMont   Superintendent of Highways 
  Mary J. Hoose   Town Clerk 
 
 Absent:   
 
  Stephen Hook   Councilman 
  Robert Fitzsimmons, Jr., Esq. Attorney for the Town 
 
Motion by Councilwoman Cashen, seconded by Councilman Keeler to accept minutes of previous 
Monthly Meeting of May 14, 2015 and Workshop Meeting of May 26, 2015.  Carried. 
 
Report of Highway Superintendent – Louis LaMont – Work is completed in Town Park. 
 
Grading dirt roads in all zones.  Started roadside mowing. 
 
Installed three new driveway pipes and working on drainage system on Brookbound Lane. 
 
Dog Control Officer’s Report received and on file in Town Office for review. 
 

Committee Reports 
 

Economic Development Committee – John Lee – No meeting last month.  Attended CEDC Meeting on 
June 05, 2015 for roundtable discussions on issues in Towns and Villages. 
 
Columbia County will be lead agency in the Main Street Project to help vitalize Main Streets, such as 
Philmont, Valatie, Germantown and any other Main Streets in communities of the County. If anyone has 
ideas, he would appreciate hearing from them. 
 
The committee has been in discussion regarding bed & breakfast establishments and their problems, 
and speed limits in areas of Towns.  The County will try and help in this area and try and get some help if 
there is a problem on State roads.  



  
Mr. Lee gave thanks to Highway Department for great job in the area where he lives. 
 
Historic  Advisory - Ian Nitschke – Will not pursue Consolidated Funding grant this year.  Wants to work 
for next year. 
 
 

Correspondence 
 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission – Notice of teleconference to discuss Article 301 Extension of 
time request and notice soliciting comments, protests, or motions to intervene on Article 301 Extension 
of Time Request. This was dated May 21, 2015. 
 
Stat of New York Public Service Commission – Issued May 20, 2015 – Re:  Upgrade to current 
transmission lines. 
 
E-mail from Warren Dorsch – Re:  Copy of letter sent to Mr. Vinciguerar, publisher of Columbia Greene 
Media, regarding Shop Find thrown on multiple driveways, lawns and roadways each week.  Considers it 
littering and would like it stopped. 
 
E-mail from Mid-Hudson Cablevision regarding Franchise Agreement. 
 
Columbia/Greene Community College – Offering 1-day training classes for Microsoft Excel 2010 and 
2013. 
 
E-mail from Farmers and Families for Claverack – Re:  Public Service Commission announcement. 
 
E-mail from Grant Langdon – Re:  Copy of letter sent to Copake Board. 
 
Request from Wanda Poole – re:  Request for waiver of fees for the use of the kitchen at the Town Park.  
She represents Fusion Services APM, a not-for-profit agency that has rented the Park for several years 
for annual picnic. 
 
Barbara Skaarup, Office of Real Property Tax Service – Tentative equalization rate remains at 100%.  Also 
received formal notice from ORPTS and included was the equalization rate for all Towns in Columbia 
County. 
 

Supervisor’s Report 
 

Will be meeting with Claverack Senior Citizens Group at Pine Haven for annual luncheon tomorrow.   
 
Pine Haven, as a County facility, is scheduled to close by the end of the year.  Over 100 beds filled 
presently.  New firm is still meeting with employees.  Will be union jobs and most employees will be 
kept.  A Certificate of Need is being filed for expanded assisted living next to present Pine Haven 
building. 
 



County has begun paving on bridges – instead of bonding, using tax dollars – will save money and 
County is working on saving in any areas it can.  Cost of refurbishing Court House, now completed, was 
11 million dollars. 
 
Cutting trees at the airport.  The FAA said that trees had to be cut or a light put in it.  Otherwise, the 
runway will have to be shortened. 
 
Greenport has passed law that new houses and industry have to hook up to water system. 
 

Town Board Members’ Reports 
 

Councilwoman Cashen – Attended Planning Board meetings as Town Board liaison. 
 
Worked on proposed cell tower with representatives from Verizon and placing antennas on the Town 
water tower instead of the construction of a new tower off Rte. #23 near the A. B. Shaw Firehouse.  Will 
be checking on cost spending analysis.  Hamlet will have improved services – further east would be less.  
Probably will not be at next Planning Board meeting.  If they decide to use water tower, will probably 
have to start process at Planning Board again. 
 
Worked with Town Attorney and Building Department to make minor correction to fee schedules of 
Planning Board and ZBA. 
 
Negotiated with Mid-Hudson Cablevision to include expansion of services in certain areas of Town and 
provide reduced or free service to municipal buildings and libraries in franchise agreement.  Will have 
more services from the Yorkshire to the Parkway.  Free and municipal services need to be more 
explained.  Agreement is for 16 years and included in agreement is improvements must begin within 90 
days of acceptance of agreement. 
 
Drafted correspondence to fire departments for assessment corrections in fire districts. 
 
Attended Philmont Community Day. 
 
Councilman Keeler – Met with Youth Director, Brett Holmes, on the Summer Youth Program.  
 
Councilman Gerlach – E-mails back and forth regarding cable franchise agreement. 
 
Attended Philmont Community Day. 
 
Worked on getting update on light installment on Rte. 9-H developments. 
 
Heard of problems of owners of bed & breakfast establishments. 
 
No further reports from Board members.. 
 

Resolutions and Motions 
 

Motion by Councilman Gerlach, seconded by Councilman Keeler for resolution to approve Youth Camp 
counselors as recommended by Director Brett Holmes.  Carried. 



 
Motion by Councilwoman Cashen, seconded by Councilman Keeler for resolution to adopt Revised 
Building Department Fee Schedule.  Carried. 
 
Motion by Councilwoman Cashen, seconded by Councilman Keeler for resolution to pay Penflex.  This is 
for Churchtown Fire Company and responsibility is shared with Town of Taghkanic.  Carried. 
 
Motion by Supervisor Weigelt, seconded by Councilman Keeler, to accept donation from Ockawamick 
Reunion to be set aside for playground purchases.  Carried. 
 
Motion by Councilwoman Cashen, seconded by Councilman Gerlach to adopt Local Law #2 of 2015 – 
Sole Assessor Law.  The law was read by Councilwoman Cashen.  Carried. 
 
Motion by Councilman Keeler, seconded by Councilman Keeler to accept January to May 2015  
draft, January to April 2015 final and May 2014 draft  Financial reports.  Carried. 
 
Motion by Councilman Gerlach, seconded by Councilman Keeler to accept the five bids presented at the 
Millbrook Bridge Project Bid Opening.  Carried.  Award will occur at a Special Meeting to be held on 
Tuesday, June 16, 2015. 
 
Motion by Councilman Keeler, Seconded by Councilwoman Cashen to advertise for bids for the two acre 
Ockawamick parcel.  It will declare the parcel surplus and not necessary for Town purpose.  Carried. 
 
Motion by Councilwoman Cashen, seconded by Supervisor Weigelt to set Public Hearing on Mid-Hudson 
Cablevision Franchise Agreement for 7:00 p.m., July 09, 2015, at the Town Hall, #836 Rte. #217, 
Mellenville, New York, prior to Regular Monthly Meeting.  Carried. 
 
Meeting opened to public: 
 
Michael Brandon – Reported on Claverack Court.  Busiest Court in Columbia County in 2014.  Criminal 
cases are real high, but traffic violations real low. 
 
Had two requests: 
 

1.  Requesting as check on air conditioning maintenance.  Summer weather is coming and last 
year had problems. 

2. Have outside vestibule scraped and painted.  Does not look good and people coming to 
court see it.  Board will look into this. 

 
Councilman Gerlach reported that Don Stuber power washed the Town Office Building free.  A note of 
appreciation will be sent. 
 
Ian Nitschke – Historic Preservation – Claverack Dutch Reformed Church has anniversary next year. 
 
Would like Claverack Creek to be designated an inland waterway.  Would open up chances for grants.  
Deadline missed this year but will work on it for next year. 
 



Supervisor Weigelt reported that the Ockawamick School Reunion had an attendance of over 500 
former students attending.  There were no problems and the Highway Department did a fantastic job in 
getting the Park ready for the event. 
 
Highway Superintendent LaMont has been looking into trading in the 1995 excavator for a used 2011 
smaller one.  The turn-in on the old one would be $17,000.00.  The price of the newer one would be 
approximately $33,000.00 and could be purchased under a five-year lease. 
  
No further questions or comments. 
 
General A bills, totaling $16,958.98, were audited and ordered paid from their accounts. 
 
General B bills, totaling $1,778.51, were audited and ordered paid from their accounts.  
 
Highway DB bills, totaling $18,717.43, were audited and ordered paid from their accounts. 
 
Water District A bills, totaling $6,768.18, were audited and ordered paid from the account. 
 
There were no Highway DA bills. 
 
There were no escrow account bills. 
 
There being no further business to be brought before the Board, on Motion by Councilman Keeler, 
seconded by Councilman Gerlach, meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 
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