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All waters of the state are provided a class and
standard designation based on existing or

2, expected best usage of each water or waterway
2| segment.

The classification AA or A is assigned to waters

used as a source of drinking water.

Classification B indicates a best usage for swimming
and other contact recreation, but not for drinking water.
Classification C is for waters supporting fisheries and
suitable for non - contact activities.

The lowest classification and standard is D.

Waters with classifications A, B, and C may also have

a standard of (T), indicating that it may support a trout
population, or (TS), indicating that it may support trout
spawning (TS). Special requirements apply to sustain

these waters that support these valuable and sensitive
fisheries resources.

Small ponds and lakes with a surface area of 10 acres
or less, located within the course of a stream, are
considered to be part of a stream and are subject to
regulation under the stream protection category of
Protection of Waters.

oy Certain waters of the state are protected on the basis
of their classification. Streams and small water bodies
located in the course of a stream that are designated
as C(T) or higher (i.e., C(TS), B, or A) are collectively
referred to as "protected streams," and are subject to
the stream protection provisions of the Protection of
Waters regulations.

DEC Stream Classifications
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