TOWN OF CLAVERACK

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

October 06, 2011

The Regular Monthly Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Claverack, Columbia County, New York,
was held at the Town Hall, #836, Rte. #217, Mellenville, New York. Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m.
by Supervisor Robin Andrews, who led in a moment of silence and the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Present:
Robin Andrews Supervisor
James Van Deusen Councilman
Robert Preusser Councilman
Louis LaMont Superintendent of Highways
Mary J. Hoose Town Clerk
Absent:
Clifford Weigelt Councilman
Michael Johnston Councilman
Robert Fitzsimmons, Esg. Attorney for the Town

Motion by Councilman Van Deusen, Seconded by Councilman Preusser to accept minutes of previous
meeting of September 08, 2011. Carried.

Report of Superintendent of Highways — Louis LaMont — Completed paving on Patroon Street, Tin Horn
Lane and Calico Lane. Completed drainage project on Apple Lane and worked on drainage on Perry
Drive. Cleaning ditches on Harder, Waldron, Catskill View, Pleasantview and Miller Il roads. Grading dirt

roads in all zones.

Department have been assisting the Village of Philmont with a bridge repair on road to their sewer
plant.

Park has been closed for the season.
End of report.
Dog Control Officer’s Report received and on file in Town Office for review.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Economic Development — Meeting scheduled for October 19™. No meeting held in September.



Agricultural Advisory Committee — Katy Cashen — Representatives from the Committee attended the
Zoning Revision Committee’s public informational meeting on September 24" to obtain feedback on any
agricultural-related issues pertaining to the proposed zoning revisions. One specific issue raised dealt
with farmworker housing and limitations on permanent housing on a lot. The Zoning Revision
Committee asked representatives to follow-up with these residents and the Agriculture Committee is
waiting for additional details from them in order to make a determination if there should be additional
changes in the proposed revision.

The chairman of the Agricultural Committee has been looking into other Towns in the County that post
signs promoting agriculture in the Town. There was discussion with Highway Superintendent LaMont
about signage welcoming people to the Town of Claverack. This has also been a topic with the Economic
Development Committee.

October is the month for residents to request that land be added in one of Columbia County’s
agricultural districts. To be considered, landowners must send their request to the Clerk of the County
Board of Supervisors. At the end of October, all requests for inclusion are referred to the County
Agriculture and Farmland Protection Board for a recommendation that is then sent to the County Board
of Supervisors for a determination after a public hearing process. NYS Department of Agriculture and
Markets makes a final decision on these requests.

Historic Preservation — lan Stewart — Historic Hamlet Walk was on September 17" was moderately
attended and focused on North end of the Hamlet, with emphasis on the Dutch Church and the site of
Claverack College. No date set for next walk.

Committee now meets the first Friday of each month at A.B. Shaw firehouse at 7:00 p.m.

Zoning Revision — Chris Post — Approximately 40 people attended informational meeting. Also had
meeting last night. Both were very beneficial. Handed out revised 2012 Budget request. Attorney
Fitzsimmons fees may not be included in this — will have to check into this. It does include the

SEQR, which will take time and Attorney Fitzsimmons will probably want to go over it.

CORRESPONDENCE

e Request from Claverack Library requesting letter of support as written in 2009.
e Announcement of PEF layoffs — ORPS

e E-mail from D. Scutt — Re: Craryville Fire District.

e Mitchel Chalik — Re: Hollowville Stream

e Michael Hgigins — DEC — Emergency authorization

e Correspondence — Re: Household appliance grants for storm recovery

e E-mail — Park problems

e Clough Harbour — Re: Philmont Reservoir Dam Draft Emergency Action Plan



TOWN BOARD REPORTS

Youth — Councilman Preusser — Projects to be considered for the 2012 Youth Program includes a
pamphlet on the Summer Youth Program, a gardening program, possible archery program.

Mary Daly will be contacted regarding Winter Ski Program.

Insurance — Councilman Preusser — Program basically same as last year. Will be receiving
reimbursement check again in 2012.

Streams — Councilman Preusser — Can use funds for drainage work in Little League Fields.
Discussed LOSAP audit for Churchtown.
Mining — Councilman Van Deusen — Finished work and turned it over to Zoning Revision Committee.

Traffic — Councilman Van Deusen — After discussion, motion by Councilman Van Deusen, seconded
by Supervisor Andrews to request a speed limit reduction on County Rte. 11. Carried.

It was also suggested that the resident deputy patrol the area.

Skateboard Park — Councilman Preusser — Reported that a meeting will hopefully be held on
Monday next week.

Website — Supervisor Andrews — Current Zoning Regulations and Taconic Hills Youth Soccer
Program information added to website.

County — Supervisor Andrews — Approved purchase of present DSS building at 25 Railroad Avenue,
Hudson, with remediation and approval of full Phase 2 environmental study. This is a temporary
solution and Board of Supervisors will have to continue to look for a solution. At the present time
this was the least expensive choice.

Tomorrow Board of Supervisors go on a bus tour sponsored by Cornell Cooperative Extension on
Innovations in Agriculture.

Philmont - Supervisor Andrews — Town Board members did not meet at their workshop in
reference to the dams. Will try and meet with Philmont at next month’s workshop.

Fire District Consolidation met with some negative input.

Finance — Supervisor Andrews — Preliminary Budget for 2012 being presented this evening. Will be
doing more work on it in the coming month. Discussion on 2% cap. Reported that $100,000.00 was
budgeted for Mortgage Tax this year, but looks like we will only receive around $75,000.00, a
shortfall of $25,000.00, which will have to be taken into consideration for next year.



A Mutual Aid Agreement that the County prepared on behalf of the Town went to Greene County.

Supervisor Andrews, Councilman Preusser and Michele Fuchs performed the Court Audit and all is in
order.

Mellenville Grange celebrating 100 Year Anniversary on October 16",

Water — Superintendent of Highways LaMont reported that he is working on a program to repair the
water break that happened during the recent storm. Cannot bore under creek and it was found that
it was not not bored before. Program would be to hang pipes from bridge - will have a pricein a
few days.

Supervisor Andrews requested a report of water usage, which is done quarterly.

Motion by Councilman Van Deusen, seconded by Councilman Preusser to accept Mutual Aid
Agreement with Greene County. Carried.

Motion by Councilman Preusser, seconded by Councilman Van Deusen to accept Draft September
2011, Draft January through September 2011 and Final January through August 2011 Financial
Reports. Carried.

Motion by Supervisor Andrews, seconded by Councilman Preusser to accept Preliminary Budget for
2012. Carried.

Motion by Councilman Van Deusen, seconded by Councilman Preusser and carried to set up the
following Budget Workshops and meetings:

Monday October 17,2011 - 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday October 19, 2011 - 5:00 p.m.
Monday October 24, 2011 —-7:00 p.m.
Monday October 24, 2011 — 7:00 p.m. Regular Monthly Workshop

Wednesday October 26, 2011 - 5:00 P.M. Meeting with Accountant
Councilman Preusser stated Board should have a meeting with Rescue Squad.

Thursday November 10, 2011 — Regular Monthly Meeting and
Public Hearing on Budget

Motion by Supervisor Andrews, seconded by Councilman Preusser to set up Public Hearing on revision
of Town’s Code of Ethics for the next Regular Monthly Meeting, Thursday, November 10, 2011 -
6:45p.m. Carried.

Motion by Councilman Preusser, seconded by Councilman Van Deusen for resolution to accept Court
Audit as all is in order. Carried.

Motion by Councilman Van Deusen, seconded by Councilman Preusser to write letter as requested by
Claverack Library. Carried.



Motion by Councilman Preusser, seconded by Supervisor Andrews to approve the existing
Zoning Regulations and Taconic Hills Youth Soccer Program information on the website. Carried.

After discussion, motion by Councilman Van Deusen, seconded by Councilman Preusser to allow County
to put 2011 Tax bills online, with a program through BAS that will allow updates to show payments
received. Carried.

After short discussion, motion by Councilman Preusser, seconded by Councilman Van Deusen to find out
if microwave in the downstairs room of the Town Office Building is used by the Summer Youth Program
If not, declare it surplus and make it available for use by someone in Greene County. Carried.

Councilman Preusser reported meeting next Thursday, October 13, 2011, sponsored by Columbia Land
Conservancy. ltis a public informational meeting which was brought up months ago by Mr. Brandston.

Meeting opened to public:

Vincent Wallace — Spoke regarding proposed consolidation of fire districts and questioned tax increases.
According to Firemen’s attorney, consolidation will not save money and will raise taxes. What is cost of
legal fees associated with this? He stated it was reported that forming one district would allow all
companies to have same uniformity, sharing office space and communications. Felt there should be

no tax increase and does not approve the consolidation.

It was stated that there would have to be a permissive referendum.

Ed Konow — Concerned about degree of traffic on Rte. 9-H in the hamlet and Rtes. 23 and 23B in
Claverack. Suggested use of cameras. Feels enforcement lacking. Gave Board members infor-
mation.

Discussion on problem with water lines in creek. Some feel that an attorney should be involved.
Others feel that the lines were put in six years ago and wonder if it is worth the price that would
be involved in legal fees.

Nathan Chess — Does not feel that Churchtown Fire Company has been represented in the
consolidation discussions. Feels that the discussions have been in the lawyer’s interest and not the

Towns.

Does the computer Program for the taxes include support? According to the County, it is
supposed to be a part of the program.

Regarding Greenport Rescue Squad, are they raising rates?

Questioned traffic for Won Buddhism and also stated it is going to cost Churchtown and/or
A.B. Shaw Fire Company and also the Rescue Squad. Should ask for a PILOT or donation.



Regarding bridge where water lines were broken during the recent storm. The engineer and/or general
construction project overseer obviously didn’t do their job.

What is name of road that goes to water tank as it is not listed on map? Road name is Tank Road.
After discussion, motion by Supervisor Andrews, seconded by Councilman Preusser to put Code of
Ethics and Preliminary Budget for 2012 on website. Carried. Budget is not in easy format to be put
on website.
Is bridge on County Rte. 16 a done deal? In reply, the Town has nothing to do with this bridge.

No further comments.
General A Fund bills, totaling $47,800.96, were audited and ordered paid from their accounts.
General B Fund bills,, totaling $3,972.57, were audited and ordered paid from their accounts.
Highway DB Fund bills, totaling $174,144.57, were audited and ordered paid from their accounts.
Water District A bills, totaling $8,570.50, were audited and ordered paid from the account.
There were no Highway DA Account bills.

There were no Escrow Account bills

There being no further business to be brought before the Board, on motion by Councilman Van Deusen,
seconded by Councilman Preusser, meeting adjourned at 9:55 p.m.
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