
TOWN OF CLAVERACK 
PLANNING BOARD 

 
Meeting  May 7, 2007 

6:30 PM Workshop – Catskill View Rd. Subdivision 
Regular meeting - 7:00 PM 

 
 

APPROVED June 4, 2007 
 

At 6:30 PM the Board heard an update from the Catskill View Rd Subdivision applicant, Mr. Ed Chilson, his 
Attorney: Mr. William Johnston, Project engineer: Mr. Doug Clark, and Hydrogeologist: Kirby Van Vleet.  
Members of the Board present for the updates were Chairman Jay Brousseau, Dan Northrup, Rob 
Fitzsimmons, Joe Romano, and Jodi Keyser. Robert Kavanaugh asked to be recused but remain as part of the 
audience.  
 
Mr. Clark and Mr. Johnston gave the Board an update of the project and all of the reports that have been 
submitted to the file so far. A letter from TOC engineer Joe Romano was added to the file. Mr. Johnston 
stated that some of the items mentioned in the engineering report are for the Site Plan rather than 
subdivision. Mr. Romano answered yes but he wanted them in writing for the applicant and file. Chairman 
Brousseau stated that he has spoken to TOC highway superintendent Louis Lamont. Mr. Lamont wants 
details and signage information before he can make any statement. Mr. Clark spoke with Mr. Lamont 
regarding his knowledge of accidents involving TOC highway trucks on Catskill View rd. Mr. Lamont could 
not recall any. Mr. Johnston also stated that the 16 houses will not be constructed all at one time and the 
town spec road will be built first.  Hydrogeologist, Kirby Van Vleet performed a 72 hour pump test on the 
well closest to Shad Swamp and found no significant leachtites or landfill impacts. He also found that the 
fault that runs through the landfill is not a significant fault and has no bearing on wells at the project. Also 
Mr. Van Vleet feels that a minor fault that is shown on the NYS geological maps is well to the east of any 
project wells. Doug Clark talked to Dave Robinson to find a closure report for the landfill. Mr. Clark also 
called DEC to get a closure report.  As far as he knows the landfill was covered and certified by Bardon. 
DEC signed off on the matter. The County is doing all that is required.  
 
Chairman Jay Brousseau called the regular meeting of the Town of Claverack Planning Board to order at 
7:00 PM. 
Members in attendance were: Chairman Brousseau, Dan Northrup, Caren Mahar, Virginia Ambrose, Judy 
Zink,  Robert Kavanaugh, Robert Fitzsimmons attorney, Joe Romano engineer Jodi Keyser secretary 
Absent with regrets: Stephen Hook 
 
Planning Board Cases for 5/7/07: 

 
Catskill View Road/Woodland Assoc. LLC Subdivision: 17 parcels from 287 +/- acres on Catskillview Rd. 
in Claverack Tax Map # (SBL) 132-1-50. 
Mr. Kavanaugh remained recused due to representing an adjoining property owner.  
With regard to the 20 year testing that the county was required to do on the wells at the landfill the Board is 
requesting official input in writing from County engineer Dave Robinson. Joe Romano does not feel that the 
Board needs to review 20 years of well tests only need to be confident that wells are not and will not be 
contaminated from the landfill.  
Cha irman Brousseau opened the meeting to public comment. Mr. Tim Smith of Catskill View Rd asked if 
the new owner’s wells become contaminated then they become vested interest and can sue the town. Rob 
Fitzsimmons answered no the new owners would have to bring a new action. Chairman Brousseau asked the 
hydrogeologist how deep are the wells that were tested. Mr. Van Vleet answered that the well receiving the 



72-hour pump test was 385 feet deep. Mr. Clark answered that Mike De Ruzzio with DOH is reviewing 
plans and would most likely not weigh in on the monitoring. Mr. DiRuzzio has Mr. Van Vleet's report. Mr. 
Robert Constidine has issue with the roadway and the construction vehicles and added traffic from new 
homes.  Joe Romano answered that the applicant will not be placing a box culvert but are responsible for 
signage and guardrails. Need to get plans for signage and culverts to Louis Lamont with TOC highway 
ASAP. Mr. Constidine asked about a letter from Louis Lamont in September. Joe Romano answered that 
Creighton Manning did the initial traffic study and sent findings to Clough Harbour. Clough Harbour then 
found that the physical condition of the roadway would not be significantly impacted by the project. Clough 
Harbour concur with the project signage, guardrail, culvert, and site distance improvements.  Rob 
Fitzsimmons reminded the Board that they need to request enough information from applicant in order to 
make an honest decision.  Mr. Constidine asked if improvements require the roadway to be widened then 
where does the developer get the land? Does the TOC have the ability to make the developer buy land from 
property owners to widen the roadway? Mr. Tim Smith asked if any testing was done to see if the bridges on 
the road were able to withstand the heavy construction vehicle traffic.  Rob Fitzsimmons stated that is a 
concern of the Board with construction vehicles during construction.  Joe Romano stated that there are 2 
different traffic issues that are of a concern one being construction vehicles and the other being congestion.  
Joe Romano stated that the applicant needs to show whether their wells can provide potable water for the 
homes. Mr. Constidine wants the Board to limit the applicant to only 16 well on the site and not allow further 
subdivision in the future. If the homeowners are allowed to subdivide then there is the possibility of at least 
50 wells in the area and this may create a problem with contaminates being drawn from the landfill and 
swamp. May also cause a problem with existing wells. Joe Romano suggested that each well receive 
individual well testing. Chairman Brousseau asked if the swamp is polluted or not and does surface water 
have any bearing on ground water. Rob Fitzsimmons answered that he will check with DEC regarding this 
question. Mr. Constidne asked if the Board would consider bringing in a NYS pathologist to test the area. 
Chairman Brousseau answered that he did not feel the need to bring in outside agencies and he is 
comfortable with Clough Harbour and DOH. Board member Dan Northrup agrees but would request further 
information in writing from Dave Robinson concerning the project, pollution from the landfill and swamp.  
Tim Smith stated that he has no problem with the project but concerned that the homeowners could come 
back at the tow n if they discover pollution in water and bring an action against the town and county. Mr. 
Johnston submitted a resolution to the Board asking that the TOC Planning Board seek lead agency status on 
the project. Rob Fitzsimmons stated that lead agency status needs to be solicited and that all interested 
parties will be notified. Motion to seek lead agency status was made by 1st Caren Mahar with a 2nd from Judy 
Zink. All members were in favor with Mr. Robert Kavanaugh recused. Motion was carried.  
Chairman Brousseau suggested that the Board do another site visit. Mr. Constadine asked if members of the 
public would be included. Chairman Brousseau answered that it was fine with him but ultimately up to the 
applicant. Mr. Johnston answered that they would not mind but would put a limit on the number of people. 
Rob Fitzsimmons added that this may cause a problem with who gets to go and who is not allowed to anyone 
knowing attend.  Mr. Constadine asked the applicant if the neighbors could call DOH and discuss the project. 
Mr. Clark answered yes he does not see a problem with that. Revised FEA submitted and will be reviewed 
next meeting. Mr. Smith questions the archeological study and the fact that the old house was torn down 
without about it. Mr. Smith stated that in conversations with the archeological study firm they were very 
concerned with the fact that there was a house on the site but torn down before they could study the site. This 
was only in conversation and he did not have anything in writing. Chairman Brousseau asked the Board 
members if they have any concerns with the old house being torn down. Chairman Brousseau did state that 
he has questions regarding lot # 15. Continued to June meeting.  
 
Minutes show that Board member Robert Kavanaugh reenters the meeting. 
 
CloverHills/ Milligan/Birch Builders Subdivision: Re-submitting of a previous subdivision.  
Continued to June. 
 



Pennoyer, Douglas Subdivision:100 Stottville Rd. Claverack. 4 parcels + 1lot BLA? From 72.8 acres, Tax 
Map #(SBL) 101.-1-1.111. 
Continued to June as per Mr. Kavanaugh 
 
Breezy Hill Subdivision: Subdivision of 41.5 acres on Snydertown Rd.  Tax Map #(SBL) 142 . – 1 – 32. 
No show. 4th month. Secretary Jodi Keyser will contact applicant. 
 
Blue Ridge LLC: Boundary Line Adjustment 200 Gahbauer Rd. Tax Map #(SBL) 101 . 00 – 02 – 20 . 1. 
Revise lot lines between two existing parcels taking 3.8 +/- acres from one parcel and adding 3.8 +/- acres to 
the other parcel. 
Continued to June as per Mr. Bob Ihlenburgh. 
 
Bartges, Hans: Boundary Line Adjustment Snydertown Rd. Tax Map #(SBL) 132 . 00 – 02 – 03 . 31 . 1 
Revise the boundary line between two parcels owned by Hans Bartges. 
Mr. Ihlenburgh and Mr. Bartkis (buyer) were present. Lot line adjustment. BLA. No need for DOH or OC 
highway. Standard notes added to maps. Parcel #1 will add parcel #1A adding approximately 50 feet. Parcel 
# 2 will have +/- 47 acres. Owner will most likely sell off in the future. Parcel #1 has an existing driveway 
that crosses over a portion of parcel #2 and will be in deed.  
Chairman Brousseau asked if any Board member had questions. Opened to public comment at 8:20 PM. 
Closed to public comment at 8:21 PM.  
Motion to classify as Class 1 Boundary Line Adjustment was made by 1st Virginia Ambrose with a 2nd from 
Caren Mahar. All members were in favor. Motion was carried. 
The Board reviews the SEQRA with Rob Fitzsimmons. Motion for Negative SEQRA declaration and final 
approval of a Class 1 Boundary Line Adjustment waiving DOH and TOC highway was made 1st by Virginia 
Ambrose with a 2nd from Caren Mahar. All members were in favor. Motion was carried.  
Maps were signed and stamped. Fees of $120.00 were paid by check.  
  
Melnyk, Stephen: Subdivision: 3 acres from 36.6 acres at 391 Rte 9-H Claverack. Tax Map #(SBL) 111 . – 1 
– 63.. 
Continued to June as per call to Secretary. 
 
Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by 1st Virginia Ambrose with a 2nd from Caren Mahar. All 
members were in favor. Motion was carried. Meeting was adjourned at 8:40 PM. 
 
Th next meeting for the Town of Claverack Planning Board will be Monday, June 4, 2007 at 7:00 PM at the 
Town Hall Building. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jodi Keyser 
Secretary 
 
 
 
 


