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Chairman Jay Brousseau called the July 7, 2008 meeting of the Town of Claverack Planning Board to order at 7:00 p.m. 
Members in attendance were: Chairman Jay Brousseau, Stephen Hook, Caren Mahar, Daniel Northrup, Judy Zink, 
Nathan Chess, Engineer; Joe Romano, Attorney; Barrett Mack for Rob Fitzsimmons, Secretary; Jodi Keyser. 
Absent: Virginia Ambrose 
 
Correspondence received: 
Deed filing from Columbia County Clerk for Hudson City School District and Peoples Bible Church. 
Town of Claverack Building Inspector Report for April and May. 
Letter of concern from Chris Hoppe regarding Speed’s garage. 
Planning News publication. 
 
Board members reviewed the minutes of June 2, 2008 meeting. With a minor adjustment to the Catskillview showing 
that Rob Fitzsimmons will ask for written overview of the project instead of Chairman Jay Brousseau.  
Motion to approve revised minutes of June 2, 2008 was made by 1st Caren Mahar with a 2nd from Stephen Hook. All 
members were in favor. Motion carried. 
 
Continuing Cases: 
 
Catskill View Road/Woodland Assoc. LLC Subdivision: 17 parcels from 287 +/- acres on Catskillview Rd. in 
Claverack Tax Map # (SBL) 132-1-50.  
Chairman Jay Brousseau informed the Board and audience that the applicant informed him on July 3, 2008 at 4:30 p.m. 
to be continued to the August 2008 meeting. 
 
CloverHills/ Milligan/Birch Builders Subdivision:  
Continued to August 2008 meeting. 
 
Blue Ridge LLC: Boundary Line Adjustment 200 Gahbauer Rd. Tax Map #(SBL) 101 . 00 – 02 – 20 . 1. Revise lot lines 
between two existing parcels taking 3.8 +/- acres from one parcel and adding 3.8 +/- acres to the other parcel. 
Mr. Joseph Bertrone was present. Mr. Bertrone submitted new maps. Chairman Jay Brousseau informed the applicant 
that Rob Fitzsimmons had not received the re-written deeds as of the meeting and would need them before the 
application proceeds. Barrett Mack supplied the applicant with Local Law #2 of 2001. Barrett Mack was given a set of 
the new maps for Rob Fitzsimmons to review. Chairman Brousseau informed the applicant and Board that the 
application was not yet classified. Motion to classify as a Class I Boundary Line Adjustment was made by 1st Caren 
Mahar with a 2nd from Daniel Northrup. All members were in favor. Motion carried. Application will be legally noticed 
for public hearing at the August 4, 2008 meeting. Continued to August meeting. 
 
Warfield, Dean Subdivision: 3-lot subdivision located at 114 Kittle Rd. Tax Map #(SBL) 111 . 10 – 11 – 06. 
No show. 
 
New Cases: 
 
Runyon, Thomas Subdivision: Subdivision of 2 +/- acres from 36 +/- acres located at 151 Gahbauer Rd. Tax Map # 
(SBL) 101 – 2 – 3 . 100.  
Mr. Runyon was present. New maps submitted. Classified as a 2-lot minor subdivision on June 2, 2008. Barrett Mack 
noted that on the new maps Note #8 should read that the parcels are within the RRA zone not RR zone. There is no 
difference in the dimensions between the two zones but it actually should show RRA zone. Mr. Runyon will make the 
changes on the map. Barrett Mack also informed the applicant and Board members that the application will need to be 



legally noticed for a public hearing for the August 4, 2008 meeting. Chairman Jay Brousseau asked if the Board 
members had questions regarding the application. Joe Romano reviewed the SEQRA and stated that it looked fine. Mr. 
Runyon will make changes to the map and return for the August meeting. Continued to August 4, 2008. 
 
Informal: 
 
Barnard Florist Inc. Subdivision: Subdivision of 121.7 acres into two equal parcels located at 107 NYS Rte. 23 Claverack. Tax Map 
# 121 – 1 – 83 . 1 
Attorney Barrett Mack informed the Board that he and Rob Fitzsimmons ask to be recused from this action. Attorney 
Lance Miner was present for the applicant. Maps submitted. Mr. Miner informed the Board that the subdivision is 
dissolution of the Barnard Florist Corporation. The remaining land owned by the corporation will be divided equally 
between Norma Barnard and Charles Barnard. The land will be divided as shown on the maps because of the lots 
already owned by the Norma Barnard and Charles Barnard which both currently contain the residences of the two 
Barnards. Need Ag Data. Chairman Jay Brousseau informed Mr. Miner that the property line that exists currently 
between the two parcels containing the applicant’s residences should be shown on the maps. Also the maps should show 
the current residences, wells and septic systems of Charles and Norma Barnard respectively. Need deeds re-written for 
both parcels depicting meets and bounds. Applicants need to decide if the application will be accession lots or stand 
alone lots. If accession lots then can use existing wells and septic systems on property, but if stand alone lots they will 
need to have perk tests and NYS DOT curb cuts for parcel #1. Maps show that Parcel #2 currently has existing septic 
and well at the florist. Also there is an easement and right of way on Parcel #2 for the Taylor property. Possible 2-lot 
minor subdivision if left separate but will need NYS DOT and DOH for Parcel #1 and will need to show wells and 
septic on Parcel #2 After discussion Board members Caren Mahar and Stephen Hook stated that she did not feel the 
need to require a perk test on Parcel #1 because the applicant will need to have DOH approval at a later date if 
subdivided. Daniel Northrup, Nathan Chess, and Judy Zink all stated that a DOH approval should be done now before 
approval. Mr. Miner asked where the perk test should be located. Chairman Brousseau informed Mr. Miner that the 
DOH would decide where to do the perk tests. A SEQRA was submitted. Joe Romano informed the Board and Mr. 
Miner that the SEQRA may need to be revised depending on which way the applicants have decided to go with the 
subdivision. Mr. Miner was informed that he will need to advise the Planning Board Secretary the decision of accession 
lots or stand alone lots by July 14, 2008. Continued to August 4, 2008. 
 
Kippy Weigelt of the Town Board addressed the members of the Planning Board to inform them that the 
Comprehensive Plan Committee is currently looking at the Comprehensive Plan to draw up any changes that may be 
needed to the Zoning Laws. Mr. Weigelt stated that anything like the previous application needing perk tests at this time 
or later is just what the Committee is looking for. Any items that the Planning Board is finding itself difficult or 
something that just doesn’t make sense to them should be addressed to the Comprehensive Plan Committee. As with his 
parent’s property the concern is making property owners build roads to town specs even if the owners are creating a 
private roadway. Mr. Weigelt asked the Planning Board members to please send any items that they feel need to be 
address by the Comprehensive Plan Committee to him. 
 
Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by 1st Stephen Hook with a 2nd from Caren Mahar. All members were in favor. 
Meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jodi Keyser 
Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


