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Acting Chairperson Judy Zink called the December 1, 2008 meeting of the Town of Claverack Planning Board to 
order at 7:00 p.m. 
Members in attendance were: Acting Chairperson Judy Zink, Caren Mahar, Virginia Ambrose, Nathan Chess, Stephen 
Hook, Town Attorney Rob Fitzsimmons, Town Engineer Joe Romano, and Secretary Jodi Keyser. 
Absent with regrets: Chairman Jay Brousseau and Daniel Northrup. 
Acting Chairperson Judy Zink informed the Board of the correspondence received for the month. 
Working and Understanding Priority of Calls in the Law and Surveying training sponsored by Medical Educational 
Services Inc. 2/18/09 in Albany, NY 
Hudsonia Institute 2009 Biodiversity Assessment Training program with a deadline of 12/1/08. 
Rural Futures newsletter November/December 2008. 
 
Board members reviewed the minutes of the November 3, 2008 meeting. Nathan Chess informed the Secretary that he 
was present at the November meeting but his name did not appear on the minutes. Also Caren Mahar addressed the 
issue of Catskillview Rd. Subdivision now being a 12-lot (twelve) subdivision and not 17 as originally applied for.  
Changes were noted by the Secretary. Motion to approve the revised minutes was made by 1st Caren Mahar with a 2nd 
from Stephen Hook. All members were in favor. Motion was approved. 
 
Continuing Cases: 
 
Catskill View Road/Christopher Jones Subdivision: 12 parcels from 287 +/- acres on Catskill View Rd. in Claverack 
Tax Map # (SBL) 132-1-50.  
Doug Clark engineer and Frances Roche attorney were present for the applicant. Mr. Clark submitted a Stormwater 
report and Deed Restrictions & Covenants letter submitted from Mr. Roche. Review and comment letter from Clough 
Harbour and Assoc. Joe Romano was submitted. Mr. Clark reviewed the Stormwater Management plan, which has 
changed from the original application. The original plan called for large retention basins, which have been changed to 
rain gardens located on each parcel. Mr. Roche informed the Board that the Deed Restrictions and Covenants letter 
addresses the new Stormwater Management Plan by spelling out conservation easements and requirements for 
maintenance by the owners of the parcels. Mr. Clark informed the Board that the developer for the project has the 
responsibility to obtain the Stormwater permit from DEC. He added that the developer could then section out this 
responsibility to the owner of each parcel requiring the owner to maintain runoff and maintenance or the rain garden. 
Mr. Clark also stated that the developer is still responsible to make sure that the owner has completed the rain garden 
on the parcel. Joe Romano stated that this type of Stormwater Plan should be somehow tied into the Certificate of 
Occupancy or Building Permit to make sure that the rain gardens are installed as per the plans to protect the TOC. 
Board member Nathan Chess agreed that both the developer and owner should share the responsibility but that the 
Town should also make sure that the Stormwater Plan is followed according to the Site Plan. Mr. Chess went on to 
state that the Building Permit or CO should have the restrictions of the Stormwater Plan addressed prior to granting 
either one. Mr. Chess is afraid that the developer could walk away from the project and leave the Stormwater Plan 
unfinished. Joe Romano stated that the Stormwater Plan should be attached to each Site Plan approval so that the TOC 
Building Department can monitor the development to assure the Stormwater Plan is followed as per the plans. Doug 
Clark agreed that the plans should be flagged for the Building Department so that if parcels are not developed right 
away the plan will still be followed no matter what. Also, Mr. Clark stated that the developer can not receive a 
Completion permit from the DEC unless the property owner receives a CO or Building Permit which would guarantee 
that the Town has found the Stormwater Plan followed and completed as per the plan for that particular parcel. Rob 
Fitzsimmons informed the applicant’s representatives that this issue can be addressed several ways to secure that the 
Stormwater Plan is followed and protect the Town of Claverack. Rob Fitzsimmons stated the Planning Board could 
accomplish this by having these plans addressed in Notes on the Site Plan maps, a written agreement from the 
developer, and by a vote on a Resolution. Mr. Fitzsimmons also stated that a bond for a term of 3-years would be set 
up to protect the Town of Claverack in case the developer walks away from the project and the Town finds they need 
to complete the work. This bond could be renewed as needed. Nathan Chess stated that the Planning Board needs to 



make sure that the Town of Claverack is protected and that there is a need to ensure that the rain gardens as per the 
Stormwater Plan are constructed and maintained by each owner. Mr. Roche answered that the Town would be 
protected because the Building Department will not grant a Building Permit or CO unless the Plan is followed as 
designed. Joe Romano informed the applicant’s representatives they should send a cost estimate for the roadway and 
Stormwater rain garden plan for review by Clough Harbour and Assoc.  Joe Romano stated that he would then be able 
to inform the applicant of the amount that the Town of Claverack will require for a bond. Joe Romano informed the 
applicant’s representatives that he would need more time to further review the Stormwater Plan and rain gardens. 
Doug Clark will send a set of the Stormwater Plan to the Columbia County Department of Health as soon as possible. 
Mr. Clark stated that he will also address the comments in the review letter submitted from Clough Harbour and 
Assoc. Joe Romano. Rob Fitzsimmons informed the Board and representatives for the applicant that he and Joe 
Romano have looked at the Deed Covenants and Restrictions. These Covenants and Restrictions look good but will 
need some of the Stormwater issues added. Mr. Roche asked the Board if they think that the applicant would have a 
problem obtaining a permit to demolish an existing structure on parcel #1 or to apply for a driveway permit. Rob 
Fitzsimmons answered that it should not be an issue and the applicant should go to see the Building Inspector Stan 
Koloski. Doug Clark informed the Board that the old house on lot #1 is outside of the no disturbance zone but some of 
the other structures on that parcel are within the zone. He stated that he will check the Archeological survey prior to 
any demolition to be safe. Rob Fitzsimmons instructed Mr. Clark to check with the TOC Building Department prior to 
demolition also. Mr. Roche informed the Board he and Mr. Clark will return for the January 5, 2009 meeting. 
 
Aiello Subdivision: Tax Map #(SBL) 120 . 00 – 01 – 16 . 111 located on the Northwest side of Stone Mill Rd. 
Claverack. 4 parcels from 90.839 acres. 
Continued to January 5, 2009 meeting. 
 
Wyman, Timothy d.b.a. / CG Crafts Inc. Boundary Line Adjustment: 41 – 47 Maple Ave. Claverack. 
Tim Wyman was present for the application as Hardwood Grove Property Management. Maps submitted dividing up 
old rail bed behind his three parcels and then adding the divided rail bed property onto each of the separate parcels. 
This will allow added backyards to two of the parcels also adding a permitted driveway and parking area for the 
former Hickey’s store. Mr. Wyman is in the process of converting the old store into two apartments. Nathan Chess 
informed the applicant that the map is incorrect in that it does not show a line of separation between the middle lot 
and the rail bed property. Mr. Chess added that the notes on the map should also read to show the corresponding 
parcels that are being conveyed. Rob Fitzsimmons then demonstrated how the separate parcels need to be labeled on 
the maps to show that i.e. parcel A-1 is conveyed to parcel B and so on. Caren Mahar added that well and septic fields 
should be sited on the maps. Mr. Wyman stated that the parcels are on the Town water supply but he will show old 
well sites on maps. Motion to Classify as a Class I Boundary Line Adjustment was made by 1st Virginia Ambrose 
with a 2nd from Caren Mahar. All members were in favor. Motion was carried. Mr. Wyman will return with corrected 
maps for the January 5, 2009 meeting. 
 
Informal: 
 
Ronsani, Joseph Subdivision: Subdivision of 1+/- acres from 7+/- acres Tax Map # 112 . – 1 – 41 located at 512 Rte 
217. 
Mr. Ronsani was present to show the Board a 1 +/- acre subdivision next to a previous 1-acre subdivision on his 
property located at 512 Rte 217. Mr. Ronsani submitted an application, DOH letter of approval, and NYS DOT 
permit. Mr. Ronsani informed the Board that he has applied with Columbia County for a crossing easement for a 
driveway over the old rail bed. Rob Fitzsimmons advised Mr. Ronsani that when he submits this application he should 
ask when the Building and Facilities Board meeting is being held so that he can attend to advocate for his application.  
Mr. Ronsani will return for the January 5, 2009 meeting.  
 
Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by 1st Stephen Hook with a 2nd from Nathan Chess. All members were in 
favor. Meeting was adjourned at 8:02 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jodi Keyser 
Secretary 
 



 


