
Town of Claverack 
Planning Board 

P.O. Box V 
Mellenville, NY 12544 

 
Minutes: June 4, 2007 meeting 

 
APPROVED 7/2/07 
 
Chairman Jay Brousseau called the June 2, 2007 meeting of the Town of Claverack Planning Board meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 
Members present were: Chairman Brousseau, Robert Kavanaugh, Stephen Hook, Daniel Northrup, Caren Mahar, Judy Zink, 
Virginia Ambrose, Attorney Rob Fitzsimmons, Engineer Joe Romano, and Secretary Jodi Keyser. 
Correspondence received: 
Deed filings with Columbia County for Bartges, Poccia, and Casey. 
Letter from TOC Comprehensive Plan Committee inviting ZBA and Planning Board members to a meeting on June 6, 2007. 
Disc file of DEC information regarding the closure of the County landfill on Catskillview Rd. 
Board members reviewed the draft minutes of the April 2007 meeting which were not approved at the May meeting due to the 
workshop on the Catskillview Rd. Application. 
Motion to accept the April 2007 minutes as written was made by 1st Daniel Northrup with a 2nd from Stephen Hook. All members 
were in favor. Motion carried. 
Board members reviewed the minutes of the May 2007 meeting. Mr. Johnston informed the Board that the May minutes named 
him as speaking to TOC highway superintendent Louis Lamont when in actuality it was Mr. Doug Clark. Change was made and 
noted. Motion to accept the May 2007 minutes with the change in paragraph 2 was made by 1st Stephen Hook with a 2nd from 
Caren Mahar. All members were in favor. Motion carried. 
 
Attorney Rob Fitzsimmons informed the Board that Andy Gilchrist representing Stewardship on Millbrook Rd. are still waiting for 
the DOH approval for the septic systems for all 48 lots. The problem is that their time to obtain a building permit will expire on 
7/9/07 so they are asking for a 90-day extension from the Board. Motion to approve a 90 -day extension starting on 7/9/07 was 
made by 1st  Judy Zink with a 2nd from Caren Mahar. All Board members were in favor. Motion carried. 
 
Board member Robert Kavanaugh asked to be recused but remain a member of the audience due to representing an adjoining 
landowner. 
Catskill View Road/Woodland Assoc. LLC Subdivision: 17 parcels from 287 +/- acres on Catskillview Rd. in Claverack Tax Map 
# (SBL) 132-1-50. 
Mr. Chilson, Mr. Johnston, Mr. Clark, and Mr. Van Vleet presented the Board with a disk copy of the DEC files regarding the 
closure of the County landfill from 1987. Copies also supplied to Joe Romano and Rob Fitzsimmons.  Mr. Johnston forwarded a 
letter regarding culverts dated May 31st to Joe Romano. Three directives listed at May 7th meeting. Study of culverts done by 
Creighton Manning submitted 6/4/07.  Joe Romano and Rob Fitzsimmons will present a copy of the report from Creighton 
Manning to the Town Board at their meeting on 6/11/07. Any Board questions regarding the Creighton Manning report? Dan 
Northrup asked Joe Romano if he is concerned with heavy construction vehicles traveling over the roadway. Joe Romano stated 
that the constructions vehicles should be less than 6 tons in order to travel on Catskillview Rd. and any vehicles over 6 tons would 
need to be redirected to the Snydertown Rd. Mr. Clark informed the Board that signs will be erected to re-direct construction 
vehicles weighing over 6 tons to use the west end entrance and not the east entrance. Mr. Johnston stated that the second directive 
was to secure the DEC files regarding the closure of the county landfill. DEC files submitted to Rob and Joe for review. Chairman 
Brousseau asked Mr. Clark to supply a copy of the test well data from 1995 to 1999 that is not on the submitted disk including well 
#8. Mr. Clark informed the Board that the County asked DEC if they could stop testing the wells in 1999 and DEC agreed. 
Chairman Brousseau wants the town engineer and attorney to review the newly submitted disk and new information received then 
get item by item answers. Also the Board is still awaiting the applicants response to the Clough Harbour findings report. Mr. 
Johnston responded that due to the amount of area between the landfill and the project many other points of contamination. Joe 
Romano stated that once the landfill was capped then after a certain point contamination should stop. Chairman Brousseau 
suggested that the applicant re-test well # 8 to test for northerly flow toward project site. Letters seeking lead agency status were 
mailed but no response as of yet. Chairman Brousseau also stated that Dave Robinson would address the Board in person possibly 
at the 7/2 meeting. Chairman Brousseau will invite him and inform the applicant of his availability to attend. Dan Northrup asked 
Rob Fitzsimmons about the possibility of homeowners finding contaminates in their wells at some point are we comfortable that 
this will not happen? Rob Fitzsimmons answered that the Board needs to address this issue further before they make a decision. 
Mr. Johnston addressed the 3rd outstanding issue of a Phase III archeological study on lot #15. Mr. Chilson asked the Board for 
preliminary approval before he schedules the Phase III study. Rob Fitzsimmons advised the Board not to make a decision on this 
issue before the SEQRA is reviewed because you can’t back things up. Mr. Johnston agreed that lot #15 may require some type of 
deed restrictions and sites will need to be delineated. Chairman Brousseau informed the Board and the audience that because of the 



amount of new information submitted he is hesitant to open the meeting to public comment until the town attorney and town 
engineer are able to review all of it. Chairman Brousseau asked if the Board is comfortable with this decision? Board members 
were in agreement. Chairman Brousseau will invite County engineer Dave Robinson to the July 2nd meeting to address the landfill 
closure issues.  
 
Board member Robert Kavanaugh re-enters the meeting.  
 
CloverHills/ Milligan/Birch Builders Subdivision: Re -submitting of a previous subdivision. 
Applicant asked to be continued to July meeting as per Chairman Brousseau. 
 
Pennoyer, Douglas Subdivision:100 Stottville Rd. Claverack. 4 parcels + 1lot BLA? From 72.8 acres, Tax Map #(SBL) 101. -1-
1.111. 
Applicant asked to be continued to July meeting as per Representative Robert Kavanaugh. 
 
Breezy Hill Subdivision: Subdivision of 41.5 acres on Snydertown Rd.  Tax Map #(SBL) 142 . – 1 – 32. 
Secretary Jodi Keyser informed the Board that she spoke with the applicant after the May meeting to inquire the status of the 
application. Joe Mottoshiski, applicant informed her that he is not sure at this time whether he is going forward with the project or 
withdrawing it. He will notify the Secretary prior to the July meeting with his decision. 
 
Blue Ridge LLC: Boundary Line Adjustment 200 Gahbauer Rd. Tax Map #(SBL) 101 . 00 – 02 – 20 . 1. Revise lot lines between 
two existing parcels taking 3.8 +/- acres from one parcel and adding 3.8 +/- acres to the other parcel. 
No contact from Robert Ihlenburgh. 
 
Melnyk, Stephen: Subdivision: 3 acres from 36.6 acres at 391 Rte 9-H Claverack. Tax Map #(SBL) 111 . – 1 – 63.. 
Stephen Melnyk and Terri Melnyk were present at the meeting.  The Melnyks are subdividing their property to allow for a 3 +/- 
acre parcel to give to their daughter. Mr. Melnyk submitted maps, SEQRA, and letter from DOH. Maps show proposed well, 
septic, driveway, and house-site. Mr. Melnyk informed the Board that he is awaiting a letter from the NYS DOT regarding the 
curb cuts and site distance from Joe Viscanti. DOT required a $2,000.00 bond on the driveway due to a State roadway. Chairman 
Brousseau and Engineer Joe Romano informed Mr. Melnyk that the Board needs to have the letter from Mr. Viscanti.  Joe Ro mano 
has reviewed the SEQRA and the letter from DOH. Mr. Romano is fine with the DOH and Ag data letters were sent out in May.  
Chairman Brousseau asked for a motion to classify. Motion to classify as a 2 lot minor subdivision was made by 1st Virginia 
Ambrose with a 2nd from Judy Zink. All members were in favor. Motion was carried.  Mr. Melnyk was hoping to have the 
application approved at tonight’s meeting and he will submit the letter from DOT as soon as he receives it. Chairman Brousseau 
asked if the application was legally published in order to open to public hearing. Secretary Jodi Keyser informed the Board that the 
application was legally published in April and May. Chairman Brousseau opened the meeting to the public at 8:15 PM. With no 
comments the public hearing was closed at 8:15 PM. Attorney Rob Fitzsimmons reviewed the SEQRA with the Board. Chairman 
Brousseau asked for a motion for SEQRA and for final conditional approval.  
Board member Virginia Ambrose made the motion with a 2nd from Judy Zink for negative SEQRA declaration and conditional 
approval of a 2 lot minor subdivision pending receipt of NYS DOT letter of approval for curb cuts and site distance of driveway 
and to allow the Chairman to sign and stamp maps at such time. All members were in favor. Motion was carried. Mr. Melnyk will 
contact Chairman Brousseau after he receives the DOT letter and set up a time to meet to stamp and sign maps. Final fees of 
$120.00 paid by personal check. 
Attorney Rob Fitzsimmons informed Mr. Melnyk to keep the DOH letters and attach a copy to each map. 
 
Browne, Margaret E. Subdivision: 2 parcels from 45.090 acres located at 674 Snydertown Rd. Tax Map # (SBL) 142 . 00 – 01 – 
29. 
Mrs. Browne is asking to divide her property in ½ in order to sell off the remaining vacant parcel. Maps submitted 6/4/07. DOH 
letter of approval submitted 6/4/07. TOC highway driveway approved 6/4/07. SEQRA submitted 6/4/07. Chairman Brousseau 
asked Mrs. Browne why her surveyor did not show existing septic and well on the maps. Mrs. Browne did not know. Engineer Joe 
Romano reviewed the letter from DOH and stated that the septic system DOH is requiring sounds expensive but can be done.  
Chairman Brousseau asked the Board for a motion to classify. Motion 1st by Caren Mahar to classify as a 2 lot minor subdivision 
with a 2nd from Daniel Northrup. All Board members were in favor. Motion carried. Engineer Joe Romano asked the applicant to 
show the well and septic sites on the map. Mrs. Browne showed the Board that her well is located on the Snydertown Rd. side of 
her house in the front yard area and the septic is located on the other side of the shed. Board member Caren Mahar stated that she 
lives near this parcel and is familiar with the well and septic sites. Mrs. Mahar stated that the well and septic are a proper distance 
from the new parcel. Chairman Brousseau opened the meeting to public comment at 8:32 PM and with no comment the public 
comment was closed at 8:32 PM. Motion for a negative SEQRA declaration was made 1 st by Virginia Ambrose with a 2nd from 
Caren Mahar. All Board members were in favor. Motion was carried.  
Motion for final approval and to accept the maps as presented was made by 1st Robert Kavanaugh with a 2nd from Stephen Hook. 
All Board members were in favor. Motion was carried. Maps were stamped and signed. Mrs. Browne will drop off a check for 
$220.00 to Mary Hoose at the Town Office on 6/5/07. 



  
Friedrich, Daniel & Lawrence Subdivision: 2 parcels from 67 +/ - acres on Old Barrington Rd. Tax Map #(SBL) 132 . – 2 – 08. 
Mr. Daniel Friedrich and Mr. Duncan Bruce were present. Mr. Bruce is the prospective purchaser of the subdivided parcel from 
the Friedrichs.  Described the property as located at the East End of Old Barrington Rd. previously farmed by family but not in 
some time. Pat Prendergast designed a sand filter septic system and the design was submitted to DOH and approved. Need to 
submit letter of approval from DOH. Mr. Bruce will bring letter and design next month. Chairman Brousseau asked the applicant 
how many times was the property subdivided in the past. Mr. Friedrich responded that the property was not subdivided previously 
it was used as a family farm. Chairman Brousseau also asked the applicant to supply a map showing the dimensions of the parcel 
and the remaining lands thereof. Attorney Rob Fitzsimmons responded that the maps have to show the meets and bounds on parcel 
#1. He stated that the Board could waive the entire land area be re-surveyed if the entire remaining lands thereof are shown on a 
new map and to show the parcel that is coming out of the big parcel. Ag Data submitted 6/4/07 SEQRA submitted 6/4/07.  
Check list: 
Need maps showing entire parcel with the piece coming out of it and the remaining lands thereof.  
Need letter from DOH for septic 
Need septic design from Pat Prendergast 
Need letter from TOC highway regarding driveway cuts. 
Need DEC and ACOE for wetland issues and for the stream. 
Need culvert dimensions of maps for driveway where the driveway crosses small stream and the radius and dimensions of where 
the driveway crosses the stream. 
Chairman Brousseau asked the Board for a motion to classify. Motion to classify as a 2 lot minor subdivision was made by 1st 
Virginia with a 2nd from Caren Mahar. All Board members were in favor. Motion was carried. Applicant will continue to the July 
2nd meeting but will notify if not ready and will appear at the July 30th meeting.  
 
Informal; 
 
Kavanaugh, Robert: Neighbor is interested in purchasing property but he will need to subdivide the parcel that contains the house. 
Mr. Kavanaugh was informed that he might seek an area variance from the ZBA. 
 
Motion to adjourn was made at 9:15 PM 1st by Stephen Hook with a 2nd from Caren Mahar. All Board members were in favor. 
Motion to adjourn was carried. 
Next meeting date is July 2, 2007 at 7:00 PM. The August meeting is changed to July 30, 2007 at 7:00 PM. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jodi Keyser 
Secretary 
 


