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TOWN OF CLAVERACK

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

September 08, 2008

The Regular Monthly Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Claverack, Columbia
County, New York, was held at the Town Hall, Rte. /3217, Mellenville, New York.
Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Supervisor, James W. Keegan, who led in the
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Present:
James W. Keegan Supervisor
James Van Deusen Councilman
William L. Blaauw Councilman
Clifford Weigelt Councilman
Louis LaMont Superintendent of Highways
Robert Fitzsimmons, Esq.  Attorney for the Town of Claverack
Mary J. Hoose Town Clerk
Absent:
Michael Johnston Councilman

Motion by Councilman Weigelt, seconded by Councilman Blaauw to accept minutes of
previous meeting of Monday, August 12, 2008. Carried.

Supervisor Keegan introduced Ted Guterman, Esq., who spoke on the proposed
acquisition of the former Ockawamick School property by Columbia County. County
has pending SEQR issues to review — should be completed by Town’s October meeting,
which Town will set a date for later in meeting due to timing of presentation of the 2000
Tentative Budget to the Board. Current application has been reviewed as pertaining to
zoning regulations and new Comprehensive Plan. Would be renovating existing building
for business space. Reviewed Site Plan Review. No real mention of the Ockawamick
School property in the new Comprehensive Plan and nothing inconsistent with the project
and the Plan. Also, not inconsistent with present Zoning Regulations. Motion by
Councilman Blaauw, seconded by Councilman Weigelt to authorize Supervisor to write
letter to Columbia County reflecting this. Carried.
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Discussion on option to reserve up to two (2) acres of land for a period of ten
years for possible future use, with the possibility of shared services with the County.
Councilman Weigelt stated it would be one option that the Town would have in the
future, if the need arises, and there would be no cost to have this. Motion by Councilman
Van Deusen, seconded by Councilman Weigelt to authorize Supervisor Keegan to write a
letter to Columbia County requesting this option. Carried.

Meeting opened to the public:

Vincent Wallace — Governor calling for 0% growth in budget. Could affect
small Towns. Would like Town to consider this also. Suggested a three (3) year
moratorium on capital projects.

Deena Pewtherer — Questioned proposed plan for former Ockawamick School
property. Feels it is inconsistent with new Comprehensive Plan. Questioned “low
impact” on surrounding area.

Laurie Fiederlein — Doesn’t feel proposed project fits in the new Comprehensive
Plan. It was stated to her that there will be rehabilitation only to an existing building and
this 1s not contrary to the new Plan.

Ed Fertik — In favor of County project. Philmont could use an economic
stimulus that the use of this building would bring to the area.

Deena Pewtherer — Concerned with safety should Social Services operations be
moved to this property.

Cyndy Hall — Regarding transportation — Impact Study not completed — County
still does not have results. County has lead agency status — Why did Town give this up?
It would give Town more significant roll if it had lead status. Board members did not
agree, stating Town would then have to take on many of the costs associated with this
that are the responsibility of the County. Town still maintains a significant role in the
project.

Laurie Fiederlein — Does “Monroe” give ability to Town’s people to bring up
concerns? Per attorney — Yes

Councilman Weigelt — Proposed project is working with the people of the Town
and the County — No one is “forcing something down throats.”
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Matthew Perry — “Monroe” protects. Site Plan Review would enable Town to
review process.

No further comments.

REPORT OF HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT - Louis LaMont — Changing culvert
pipes and ditching on Donnely Road, getting surface ready for oil and stone. Completed
changing culvert pipes and ditching on Stickles Road and adding gravel to prepare for oil
and stone surface. Have had to clean ditches on Old Barrington Road and Carlson Road
due to heavy rains. Installed guide rail on Decker Road and box culvert on Court parking
lot. Grading dirt roads in all zones — mowing roadsides in all zones. Marty and Mario
keeping parks and buildings in good order.

Bids opened on August 28, 2009 for Dump Body, Plow Equipment, Sander and Wing at
Town Office Building, 91 Church Street, Mellenville, New York. Superintendent of
Highways Louis LaMont, Deputy Superintendent of Highways Anthony Barry and
Councilman William L. Blaauw present from Town.

Bids were as follows:
Arrowhead Equipment, Inc.

106 Luzerne Road
Queensbury, New York 12804

Bid: $76,265.00
Hudson River Truck & Trailer
12 Commerce Street Extension
Poughkeepsie, New York 12603

Bid: $74,746.00

Recommended by Superintendent of Highways that bid from Hudson River Truck and
Trailer be accepted. Motion by Councilman Blaauw, seconded by Councilman Weigelt
to approve same. Carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Park Commission — In absence of Councilman Johnston, it was reported that
Skateboard Park work will continue until completed. Meeting with concrete
representatives and contractors. Many factors have put project behind schedule.
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No further reports
Building Inspector’s Report for August received and on file in Town Office for review.
Dog Control Officer’s Report for August received and on file in Town Office for review.

Information regarding Cold War Veterans Exemptions from Real Property Tax Service
read by Supervisor Keegan. After short discussion, motion by Councilman Blaauw,
seconded by Councilman Weigelt to hold a Public Hearing and Special Meeting on
Thursday, October 09, 2008, beginning at 7:00 p.m. The Special Meeting will also be
considered the Regular Monthly Meeting, replacing the meeting that would normally be
held on Monday October 13, 2008. Carried.

Motion by Councilman Blaauw, seconded by Councilman Weigelt to go according to the
Budget Calendar. Which is set up for Towns to follow. Carried.

CORRESPONDENCE

Letter from Hugh Baillargeon regarding three subjects: Sidewalks in Hamlet of
Claverack and a traffic circle at the intersection of Rtes. 9-H and #23, signs at west end of
Roxbury Road and speed limit and posted speed on Roxbury Road.

Letter from Howard Brandston on issues regarding the Ockawamick School.

Letter from Columbia County Habitat for Humanity regarding expansion efforts
for future builds. Looking for home sites and/or houses needing renovation.

Letter from Cheryl Roberts, Esq., submitted on behalf of Howard and Melanie
Brandston, regarding the County’s proposal to purchase and develop the former
Ockawamick School property. Letter was also in newspaper.

No further correspondence.

Discussion on Costa lawsuit — Final conclusion going on for many years. Number of
vehicles legally on properties as of 1972.(Rte. #217 - Post Office and old store locations
and Gahbauer Road property). Will check into this.

Before close of meeting, Supervisor Keegan requested a moment of silence in memory of
9-11 tragedy victims.
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Correction in previous minutes brought to Town Clerk’s attention — Louis LaMont should
have been Superintendent of Highways. This has been corrected.
General A bills, totaling $27,106.10, were audited and ordered paid from their accounts.
General B bills, totaling $2,360.53, were audited and ordered paid from their accounts.
Highway bills, totaling $17,556.82, were audited and ordered paid from their accounts.
Water bills, totaling $19,973.76, were audited and ordered paid from the account.
There being no further business to be brought before the Board, on motion by

Councilman Weigelt, seconded by Councilman Blaauw, meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m.
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